
Libraries have always held a special place in my heart.  From attending story time 
from the age of three to frequenting the library throughout my entire childhood to 
working in the Burlington Public Library system, first as a student page and then as a 
circulation clerk, I have come to appreciate every thing a library encompasses.  Libraries 
are safe keepers of infinite amounts of stories, magic, imagination, knowledge, and 
information.  They act as safe havens for those in need of a quiet escape; they play 
essential roles in providing resources; and they foster a sense of community within cities 
and towns.  I have learned first hand that libraries are essential and irreplaceable.  

The lessons taught to me by the public library system are why I wish to be a part 
of the MLIS program and the FIMS community at Western.  Given the changing nature 
of the written word and libraries at large, I believe that the MLIS program offers the 
skills, information, and opportunities for me to explore and refine my knowledge of, and 
skills in, library services so that I am able to successfully adapt to the constant 
innovations that are part and parcel of today’s libraries.  The Western community is 
particularly appealing to me because it promises an enriching and collaborative learning 
environment that will introduce me to new information technologies and innovative 
ideas, and will provide the opportunity to create lifelong partnerships within the academic 
and information realms.  

Moreover, the structure of the MLIS program is appealing to me, and fits 
perfectly with my learning style, as it incorporates numerous ways of learning.  The 
diverse nature and extensive range of classes offered through the MLIS program excites 
me, and will introduce me to many different aspects of the information field that I have 
not previously been engaged in.  For me, the program’s use of student-driven inquiry, 
group and community collaboration, constant feedback, and vigorous discussion 
promises to create a very realistic, very fair learning environment that will provide 
endless opportunities for me to succeed.  Such an environment is particularly enriching, 
as it will help to train me as a self-reliant, self-confident, flexible and resourceful 
professional.  

Furthermore, Western’s co-operative education opportunity is appealing to me as 
it fits with my goal of further developing employable skills within library settings, and 
will provide me with a unique opportunity to create professional relationships for the 
future, and allow me to apply the skills I learn within the classroom to tangible, authentic 
and realistic professional and industry settings.  

Finally, while I currently plan on applying the skills and lessons I learn in the 
MLIS program to an academic or professional library setting, I feel that Western’s MLIS 
program will be able to open my eyes to the many different paths available in 
librarianship and information technology.  Regardless of where my particular place of 
employment ends up being, my hope and aim in life is to make a difference in the lives of 
others and in communities through literacy and access to information.  I profoundly 
believe that libraries are at the heart of this initiative, and I believe that Western’s MLIS 
program is the perfect environment in which I can cultivate a deeper knowledge and 
understanding of the intricacies of information access and library services.  Western’s 
program is unique because, as I understand it, it will allow me to turn my passion for 
libraries into a career – one that will make a difference.  


